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is a huge block of wood, with a hideous face and
distended mouth; his arms are of gold and he is
gorgeously" clothed, as are the other two idols which
accompany him in his temple at Puri
In the festivals the images brought out are
those of Krishna, his brother Balarama, and sister
Subhadra.
The procession is also called Padhd Jatra, and
is in much repute with the Hindus of Bengal and
Orissa.
Vishnu's deseent to P&tal Vishnu is supposed
to have descended to the world below (Fatal or
* Hades') at the end of Asarh in order to protect
Raja Bali from the attacks of Indra! He did not
return until the latter part of Kartik, so during his
absence all festivities and marriages were suspended,
and it is now most unlucky to hold such ceremonies
during this interval of four months (middle of July
to the middle of November); there is always a rush
of weddings just before and after that period.